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On Saturday 11th June 2011, SKSS Temple Bolton hosted the annual Swaminarayan League Cup
competition. It was attended by nearly all UK temples - Bolton, Oldham, Cardiff, Harrow, Willesden, Stanmore,
East London and ISSO UK. Over 550 Yuvak and Bal Mandal Members took part in this Event.

The annual event, now in its 4th year has been previously organised by SKSS Temple Harrow. This
year, for the first time, the event was hosted outside London and so Bolton was proud and privileged to have
the opportunity to host this grand event.

Many months of preparation had taken place to ensure that the event would be an astounding success in
line with previous events hosted by Harrow. It was a great testament to the enthusiasm of SSYM Bolton and
the wider community of Bolton who worked tirelessly to ensure all aspects of the event were catered for.

Where previously the main sporting event has been 5-a-side football in addition to other sports/
games, this year it was decided that for the boys, the main sporting event would be IPL type Cricket (6 a side)
and for the girls it would be Beat the Ball Rounders. For the young, a new introduction of 'Balympics' event was
also arranged so they do not feel left out. Bouncy castles/slides were also organised to ensure the young had
a really fun day. Also, the elders had fun by playing Raas and having a yoga session.

The day started off with great promise in basking sunlight - which was a great relief considering it had
been raining for most of the week preceding the event! Such was the grace of Almighty Lord Swaminarayan,
who it seems had commanded Lord Suryanarayan to be present throughout the day to ensure that His young
Satsangis would enjoy the day without any adverse weather.

The community of Bolton were at the temple early to ensure a warm reception for all attendees from all
parts of the UK by serving breakfast and preparing for the day ahead. The coaches from other temples started
arriving from about 9am. It was great to see so many Satsangis young and old all with great enthusiasm and
aspirations for the day.

After Darshan and breakfast, all attendees were provided with a complimentary souvenir T-Shirt of the
event which was worn with great pride and then the attendees were transported to the Event Grounds of St
James Sports College where the sports were to take place.

In accordance with the rules of our Sampraday, the Girls had a separate area to play their sports and they
started proceedings with teams arranged to compete in the various sports and games. Similarly for the boys,
the field was arranged to allow two groups to compete against each other in the play offs for the cricket event.

Lunch was served around 12.30 to reenergise the teams for the afternoon sports resulting in a finale
clash between Stanmore and East London.

After the final, everyone was transported back to the temple for evening dinner and a presentation to
thank everyone for their attendance and dedication and finally to announce the winners and present the
coveted trophy. For the boys, the winning team was Harrow (making this the 2nd year in succession that they
have won the title). For the girls, this was again won by Harrow - a truly outstanding achievement by SKSS
Temple Harrow.

To round the day up, Raas Utsav was played in the Temple to close the event.

SKSST Bolton are thankful to everyone for making the event a truly outstanding and enjoyable
occasion and look forward to future events
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